[Compression of the spinal cord revealing a seronegative rheumatoid arthritis].
Craniocervical junction damages may result in a compression of the spinal cord. They may be caused by infectious, tumoral or inflammatory processes. Rheumatoid arthritis is probably among rheumatic diseases the most frequent cause of atlantoaxial arthritis. Nevertheless involvement of the craniocervical junction as the presenting symptom of rheumatoid arthritis is a very rare feature. We report the case of a 61 years old woman who presented with atlantoaxial involvement and spinal cord compression one year before the diagnosis of a seronegative rheumatoid arthritis. Symptomatic craniocervical junction damages may appear. Patients with damages of the craniocervical junction and negative investigations should be followed long-term; an underlying inflammatory disease may become evident after significant delay.